








- Ameliorate the poor image generated by motels and strip development of varying quality by applying
a common approach to landscaping and presentation.

* Establish zoning mandates guiding landscaping and signage for all of the motels. Ideally, such man-
dates would be designed with the motels’ active participation so that the mandates dovetail with their
marketing images.

. m:ncﬁ_nmn the motels to develop common themes with regard to foliage, size and style of signage,
curb cut treatments.

* Install signs Ummoa the exit ramp of Interchange 74 that list all of the motels, large inns and B&B's
in the town.
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* Increase the amount of coordinated image-making for the area.

* Consider a Special Improvement District for only the motel area, with SID funds devoted only to
landscape improvements.

. * Promote shared marketing by the motels and other Town overnight accommodations.

* Reduce the amount of strip development.
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BExisting condition of underpass sidewalk: narrow, dark, dis-
connected from other sidewalks.

Exit 74 Improvements

As the central physical feature of the East
Lyme Gateway area, the 1-95 bridge over Route
161 offers the opportunity to bolster the image
of the town to drivers passing by on the inter-
state. At the same time, the bridge under-
pass—a major conduit of north-south traffic in
town—can become a major public work of art,
one celebrating the attractions of the town.

Currently, though, the underpass is narrow,
dark, and constricted; it presents an uncomfort-
able passage to pedestrians and children bicy-
cling back and forth to the schools in the area.

Improvements to the underpass should address
both the physical conditions and the symbolic
nature of this East Lyme Gateway.

* Install 24 hour lighting along sidewalk.

* Paint underpass light colors to brighten the
space.



