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Town of

41 Society Road

East Lyme

Niantic, Connecticut 06357

David M. Putnam
Director

PARKS & RECREATION DEPARTMENT

MEMORANDUM

To: Open Space Steering Commitiee

From: David Putnam, Director

Date: Febmary 26, 2007

Re: Parks and Recreation Preliminary Open Space Needs

The Parks and Recreation Department would like the Open Space Steering

Committee to review the following future needs of the Parks and Recreation Department:

Additional active areas for ball fields are needed. The minimum accepted
standard for play fields is 10-acres/1,000 population. Presently the town has
approximately 140 acres of play field sites, which includes the public schools,
Peretz Park (@ Bridebrook, Smith-Harris Park (Little League and PeeWee
Football), and Veterans Memorial Park, The town is presently approximately 40
acres short in this area. The property on Roxbury Road across from Corey Lane
(State Property) should be strongly looked as a potential site for more play fields
for Soccer, Lacrosse, Football and Baseball.

The department recommends that areas north of route 95 be investigated for a
park setting preferably on land surrounding Pattagansett Lake. Possible Active
and Passive activities should be explored.

With the re-alignment of the railroad tracks —and the re-building of the
boardwalk consideration should be made so that vehicle access can be made to the
Amtrak Beach.

With increased use, possible transient boat docking facilities and a trailhead for
the Boardwalk being located at Cini Park a permanent bathroom/storage facility is
recommended.

Pressure from dog owners continues in our park settings. It is recommended that
the town explore the possibility of developing an area exclusively available for
dogs to roam off leash in a maintained area.

Cec: Parks and Recreation Commission

Phone (860) 739-5828
Fax (860) 691-2409
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